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9 great games for non-gamers

As someone whose greatest 
passion in life is video games, 
it’s heartbreaking when I hear 

someone talk about gaming in a bad way. 
“Video games are too violent.” 
“They’re a huge waste of time.” 
“They’re too difficult.”
Like movies, music and books, there is 

much more to video games than what is 
often talked about by the media, politicians 
or your angry next door neighbor. Sure, 
there are some really violent games out 
there, like “Grand Theft Auto” or “Call of 
Duty,” and I’ll be the first to admit those 
games, and ones like them, can be super 
fun. But I’ll also be the first to admit those 
titles are not even close to representing 
video games as a whole.

Whether you have been curious about 
getting into video games, looking for 
something friendly to show to your kids or 
grandchildren or simply looking for a good 
time killer, these are nine great games to 
start out with for beginners or children.

• Picross

Available on: iOS, Android, Nintendo 3DS
Picross — also known as Griddlers 

and Nonograms — has been around for 
decades, and it’s a shame it hasn’t become 
more widespread. Picross is a process of 
elimination puzzle game where spaces are 
filled in to form a shape by using number 
clues on rows and columns. The best 
Picross game I’ve played is “Griddlers Plus” 
by PuzzleHouseApps on Android devices 
because it has an astonishing thousand-
plus puzzles for free. Fortunately, there 
is a wealth of these games on Apple and 
Android devices, many of which are free.

• star Wars: Battlefront
Available on: PlayStation 4, Xbox One, PC
Shooting games can be daunting to get 

into without prior experience in gaming. 
The recent reboot of a title set a long time 
ago in a galaxy far, far way, “Star Wars 

Battlefront,” is a great game for 
the genre. Battlefront is an entertaining 
and simple shooter, allowing newcomers 
to ease into the genre without feeling 
overwhelmed. Although it’s a game 
primarily played with others online, there 
are some fun offline components that can 
be played locally with another person.

By roBBie Key
rKey@dailysentinel.com

tiP: If you’re playing a game on a smartphone 
or tablet that has pesky ads, put your device on 
airplane mode before you load the app. The ads 
will go away if your device does not have a signal.
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• pORtAL (SERIES)

Available on: PC (also available via Steam, 
a digital download service for PC games), 
Xbox 360, PlayStation 3

“Portal” is many things: Clever, whimsical, well-written, consistently 
entertaining and, like “Star Wars Battlefront,” a great way to learn how 
to handle controls in shooters. “Portal” is first and foremost a puzzle 
title, so there’s no heavy action, but, like many shooters, it’s controlled 
in the first-person view, meaning the game is shown through the eyes of 
the main character. There’s no rush while solving puzzles either, which 
involves maneuvering through portals created with a portal gun.

• DROp7
Available on: iOS, Android
If “Tetris” had a baby with numbers, its name would 

be “Drop7.” An addictive, simple-to-learn but hard-
to-master puzzle game, “Drop7” involves eliminating rows and 
columns by lining up discs with corresponding numbers — with 
the highest being 7, lowest being 1. For example, to get rid of a disc 
with the number 3 on it, two more discs, no matter the numbers, 
must be lined horizontally or vertically to the number 3 disc.

• mARIO kARt 8
Available on: Nintendo Wii U (and yes, the Wii U is an entirely 

different console from the Wii)
In a sadistic way, there’s nothing more satisfying than taking a 

friend’s victory away at the last minute in a game of Mario Kart. 
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Help children by creating opportunities for them to grow
If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence. If children live with 
tolerance, they learn patience. If children live with praise, they learn appreciation. If 
children live with acceptance, they learn to love. If children live with approval, they 
learn to like themselves. If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have 
a goal. If children live with sharing, they learn generosity. If children live with honesty, 
they learn truthfulness. If children live with fairness, they learn justice. If children live 
with kindness and consideration, they learn respect. If children live with security, 
they learn to have faith in themselves and in those around them If children live with 
friendliness, they learn the world is a nice place in which to live.
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The most recent game in the racing series, 
“Mario Kart 8,” is one of the best entries in 
a long time with its multitude of characters 
from Mario games and its simple, yet 
satisfying controls and mechanics. While 
it’s fun to play solo, “Mario Kart” is at its 
peak when played with three other people.

• “pOkémON” RED, BLuE  
   AND yELLOw vERSIONS

Available on: Nintendo 3DS and Gameboy
The “Pokémon” franchise officially 

turned 20 on Feb. 27, 2016, and to 
celebrate the occasion, Nintendo 
rereleased the original, classic Gameboy 
games “Pokémon Red,” “Pokémon Blue” 
and “Pokémon Yellow” for Nintendo 3DS 
systems. These turn-based (meaning 
players take turns deciding a strategic 
move or attack to perform) Japanese role-
playing games, where players train and 
battle with creatures called Pokémon, are a 
perfect entry point to not only an excellent 
franchise, but it acts as a segue into 
gaming’s more complex offerings without 
being overwhelming.

• LEgO gAmES
Available on: PlayStation 4, PlayStation 

3, PlayStation Vita, Xbox One, Xbox 360, 
Nintendo Wii U, Nintendo 3DS, PC, Mac 
(and Mac App Store), iOS, Android

From “Star Wars” to “The Lord of the 
Rings,” and even “The Simpsons,” Lego has 
converted a slew of intellectual properties 
to its iconic image over the years, and 
following these adaptations are many 
great Lego games. Friendly with children, 

humorous, easy to play and packed with 
much content, there are a bevy of good 
Lego games out there, including “Lego Star 
Wars,” “Lego Harry Potter,” “Lego Marvel 
Super Heroes” and “Lego Batman” to name 
a few.

• kAmI 
Available on: PC (available via Steam, 

a digital download service for PC games), 
Mac App Store, iOS, Android

“Kami” is akin to that one hidden-gem 
restaurant hardly anyone knows about. 
It’s like a fun secret only you and a few 
other people know about, and those who 
are in on it can’t get enough of it. The only 
objective in “Kami” is to make every tile on 
the screen the same color within a certain 
number of moves. It’s as simple as it is 
delightfully difficult and addictive.

• BLOONS tD 5
Available on: PC (stream for free at 

ninjakiwi.com), Mac App Store, Windows 
Phones, iOS, Android

I’ve thought hard about this lately, but 
“Bloons TD 5” just might be in my top 10 
favorite games of all-time. “Bloons TD 5” is 
like any other tower defense title — where 
“towers” are strategically laid out on a level 
to defend against waves of enemies — but 
it’s incredibly creative, contains much 
content, with frequent updates that add 
more for free, and requires critical thinking 
for the challenging difficulties and levels.

Have any questions about these games, 
or any general curiosities about video 
games? Ask away at rkey@dailysentinel.
com. This is the kind of thing I live for!  ■

Robbie Key is the assistant news 
editor at The Daily Sentinel. 
With a passion for the gaming 
industry, his dream is to one day 
become a video game journal-
ist; that and get superpowers.
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