
By STEVE KNIGHT
The Lufkin News

It took 14 years, but gambling 
has returned to the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas’ res-
ervation in Polk County.

The Alabama-Coushatta 
Tribe has opened the doors of  
Naskila Entertainment, and is 
scheduling to host the official 
grand opening on June 2.

Naskila Entertainment will 
be an alcohol-free operation 
that features electronic bingo 
games in a newly renovated fa-
cility on the reservation. 

“We are very proud to offer a 
safe, secure entertainment ven-
ue to the Big Thicket region,” 
said Jo Ann Battise, Tribal 

Council chairperson. “It is sig-
nificant for the tribe because 
this economic development 

project will provide over 200 
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Cindy Bertin, secretary for NISD’s Curriculum and Instruction office, is busy this time of year, but inside her office at the Nacogdoches Independent 
School District Administration Building, she’s comfortable and friendly with her coworkers.
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School’s in for  
summer

Summer work ramps up for NISD support staff

GamBlInG

By NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

chool is almost out for the sum-
mer, but for those who work 
behind the scenes in Nacogdoches 
ISD, it’s the busiest time of the 

year.
“We’re prepping the curriculum, adding 

dates to the calendar, setting up profession-
al development for the summer and next 
school year, and working with campuses 
on staffing and training new staff  — just 
to mention a few things,” says Cindy 
Bertin, secretary for NISD’s Curriculum 
and Instruction office and for the assistant 

superintendent for academic services.

Mountain of work
From field trip requests to paying bills, 

Bertin processes a mountain of paperwork 
to keep things running smoothly, but 
she also makes a point of  contacting new 
school secretaries and offering help.

“I remember how it was to have to learn 
to help a school run smoothly,” said Bertin, 
who started her career with the district 
as the secretary for Mike Moses Middle 
School. “That was a great experience. It’s a 
hard job, and I have the utmost respect for 
those in the front office of a school.

“Front office staff  have to deal with all 

types of constituents — administration, 
parents, teachers, students, salesmen, sub-
stitutes, the general public. It can be hard 
to make everyone happy all the time.”

Advocating for the kids
Communication and empathy are the 

key, she said, referring to a defining mo-
ment when she enrolled one of her young 
sons in T-ball and things didn’t go so well.

“He needed lots of  help, but at practice 
the boys who already were achieving got 
the most attention from the coaches,” she 
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Given 24 hours to write, rehearse and pro-
duce a play from scratch for the public would 
be a daunting nightmare for most people.

But for local high school theater students, 
the “Red-Eye Theater Project” is the highlight 
of  the year.

“For seniors, it’s their swan song,” said Na-
cogdoches High theater instructor Victoria 
Perry, adding that most of  the students who 
sign up for the all-night lock-in and theater 
cram session are returning customers.

Schools mix it up
Theater students from Nacogdoches, Cen-

tral Heights and Martinsville high schools are 
mixed up and divided into groups of  8 to 10. 
Groups are given a box of  random props and 

begin brainstorming on Friday night for the 
production they will present to an audience 
and a panel of  judges only 24 hours later.

“The adults supervise and chaperone,” said 
Perry, whose husband Matthew is the theater 
director for Martinsville. “(Students) write it, 
memorize it and do their own tech.”

Students often bring their own costumes 
and props, but pre-planning is discouraged. 

Theater students join ranks 
for Red-Eye performances

IF yOU GO
The public performance of 
the Red-Eye Theater Project 
is 7 p.m. Saturday at the 
Nacogdoches High auditorium, 
4310 Appleby Sand Road. 
Admission is $5 per person.
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Newly opened Naskila Entertainment at the Alabama-Coushatta 
Tribe of Texas’ reservation features 365 electronic bingo machines 
and a restaurant.

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
opens doors to new casino
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Coming Sunday

Brewfest
Pick up The Daily 
Sentinel’s Sunday 
paper to see pictures 
from the annual 
Nacogdoches 
Brewfest.

By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

With one day remaining in the early-voting 
period for Tuesday’s election, more than 400 peo-
ple have cast their ballots in the runoff between 
Nacogdoches County Precinct 3 commissioner 
candidates Robin Dawley and Damon Ruckel.

“Of the 766 voters, 405 are Precinct 3 Repub-
lican voters,” elections Administrator Todd 
Stallings said. That race “is attracting the most 
people.”

In the primary election on March 1, Dawley 
received just over 42 percent of the vote, and 
Ruckel received almost 24 percent. Max Wal-
ton garnered a little more than 21 percent of  
the vote, and Craig Poche received nearly 13  
percent.

The winner will face Democrat Jared Cates 
during the general election in November. Joe 
Allport is seeking Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Jerry Don Williamson’s seat in November as a 
libertarian.

In the other runoffs, Cody Garrett faces 
Grady Yarbrough for railroad commissioner. 
Both are Democrats, and 126 people have voted 
in that race. On the GOP ticket for railroad com-
missioner, Gary Gates and Wayne Christian are 
running against each other.

Also in Republican races, Mary Lou Keel 
and Ray Wheless are seeking the Place 2 seat as 
judge of the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, 
and Brent Webster and Scott Walker are run-
ning for Place 5. In District 9 of the State Board 
of Education, Mary Lee Bruner and Kevin Ellis 
are running for that office.

Residents may vote at the Nacogdoches Coun-
ty Courthouse Annex from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. today. 
On Tuesday, the polls are also open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., but voters must cast their ballots in 
their respective polling precincts.

Over 700  
vote early
Early voting today 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.


