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Hayes’ contract on the table
Education

Nacogdoches ISD trustees set special meeting for tonight
By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches ISD trustees in executive 
session tonight are expected to discuss Su-
perintendent Dr. Fred Hayes’ contract and 
job performance.

“Our board meeting on Thursday 

night ran so late that we just didn’t have 
a chance to get to this,” board President 
Steve Green said. “I did not want to sit 
there and have a discussion on anything 
pertaining to that, so we decided to sched-
ule an executive session. With a new 
board member, we are trying to feel each 
other out ... on where we stand.”

Pam Fitch was sworn into office on May 
16. She is the only newcomer to the board 
of  trustees this year.

“If  I understand Steve correctly, his 
concern is bringing everybody together 
so I would have the opportunity to be in-
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Coming soon

Raguet Elementary School 
teacher Lauren Schroeder 

discusses why she loves 
being a first-grade teacher.

I am 
a teacher

court

In this June 13, 2015, 
file photo, Cowboy 
Max puts on a show 
outside Commercial 
Bank of Texas during 
the 26th Annual 
Texas Blueberry 
Festival in downtown 
Nacogdoches.
Sentinel file photo

SummEr EvEnt

trial slated  
for man in  
child sex
assault case
By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

A jury trial is scheduled for 
today in 145th Judicial Dis-
trict Court for a convicted fel-
on arrested in July on grand 
jury warrants for sexual as-
sault of  a child and indecency 
with a child.

Joe Anthony Whitaker, 52, 
exposed himself  to a child in 
February 2015 and raped the 
same girl in April 2009, the indictments show. 
He’s remained in the Nacogdoches County 
jail on those charges and no driver’s license, 
failure to maintain financial responsibility,  
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report: teen 
died of smoke 
inhalation in fire

autopSy

Blueberry Fest to feature Tricentennial celebration
By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

The Ford Motor Company’s In-
novation Lab trailer will be fea-
tured during the Texas Blueberry 
Festival on June 11.

“That lab is looking really cool,” 
said Kelly Daniel of the Nacogdo-
ches County Chamber of Com-
merce. “Ford only has so many 
that travel the nation. It’s an inter-
active demonstration trailer with 

Ford technicians there to explain 
how engines work.”

The Innovation Lab and a 2017 
Ford Raptor will be parked at Re-
gions Bank. The vehicle showcase 
is scheduled for the same parking 
lot.

“Also, Tipton Ford will have 
space at the heart of the festival 
in front of the visitors center for a 
‘hug-a-hero’ station,” Daniel said. 
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By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

A Nacogdoches teen died of  smoke inhala-
tion during a house fire on April 3, Sheriff  Ja-
son Bridges said.

“The cause of  death (is) acute carbon mon-
oxide toxicity due to smoke inhalation,” ac-
cording to the autopsy report.

Jose Alexis Hernandez, 18, was found in a 
bedroom near the kitchen of his mobile home 
on CR 521. The investigation showed the fire 

Whitaker

Hayes

Students in 
Karan Stewart’s 
first-grade 
class at Raguet 
Elementary hold 
up “Sweet Cases” 
in the process of 
being decorated. 
Students 
at several 
grade levels 
at the school 
raised more 
than $1,400 
to purchase 
the bags and 
supplies, which 
will be donated to 
foster children in 
the Nacogdoches 
area.
Tim Monzingo/ 
The Daily Sentinel

Sweet success

Enthusiasm  
high for project

that assists  
foster children

By TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

t wasn’t a run-of-the-mill art 
project that whipped students 
in Karan Stewart’s first-grade 

classroom into a flurry of con-
versation as they hunkered over 
markers and paper at their desks.

Instead, the Raguet Elementary 
students chattered excitedly as 
they sketched out pictures for 

“Sweet Cases,” duffle bags of ne-
cessities and comfort items for fos-
ter children around Nacogdoches. 
It was the last piece of a long effort 
to help kids their own ages.

Improving lives of foster kids
As part of the No Excuses Uni-

versity program at Raguet,
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