
By NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

If you’ve got a TV, you’ve probably 
seen his work.

Not only is George Hooker the 
man behind a fair amount of local TV 
spots, he’s the guy who filmed the ap-
proximately 10-minute video spotlight-
ing Nacogdoches that began making 
the rounds on the Internet earlier this 
year.

Hooker describes the film, highlight-
ed by breathtaking aerial shots, as “the 
Nacogdoches project.” 

“There are probably six versions of  
it,” he said.

Those versions range from nine to 
12 minutes in length. How it wound 
up being shared and talked about on 
social media is due in large part to SFA 
film instructor and veteran actor Brad 
Maule, Hooker said.

“He saw it and wanted it in the Film 
Festival,” Hooker said. “Through that, a 
lot more people got to see it.”

A project created for the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, Chamber, NEDCO 
and the city, the film is what Hooker de-
scribes as a love letter to Nacogdoches, 
“with all the things people may or may 
not know go on here.” It was also shown 
at the Lone Star Legislative Summit.

Featuring a classic blue truck 
and sweeping, rarely seen views of  
otherwise familiar places, the short 
film proved popular among residents 
and has brought more recognition to 

Hooker, who incorporates a drone — a 
remote-controlled flying robot equipped 
with video — in much of his camera 
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education

Meeting on  
Hayes was 
‘productive’
Board to meet again in June
By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches ISD board 
President Steve Green called 
Tuesday’s trustees meeting, in 
which they deliberated Super-
intendent Dr. Fred Hayes’ job 
performance, “very produc-
tive.”

“I think we were able to dis-
cuss a lot of things on person-
nel issues that we needed to 
discuss. I think we are getting 
on the same page.”

The special meeting was 
called to address Hayes’ con-
tract and consult board at-
torney Wayne Hagland in  

executive session. No action 
was taken when trustees re-
turned to open session.

“It was a good opportunity 
for me as a new board member 
to get up to speed on things,” 
Pam Fitch said. “I would say it 
was a good conversation, and 
Steve did a really great job fa-
cilitating the meeting and giv-
ing me the chance to educate 
myself on where we are and 
what’s been going on for the 
past several months. We had 
some really good dialogue.

Two years remain on Hayes’ 
contract. In June, with board 
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Coming soon

Another in our series on mental health.

court

25-year sentence
issued for burglary
By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

A day before his trial was 
scheduled to begin in the 
145th Judicial District Court, 
Joe Anthony Whitaker, 52, 
pleaded guilty to burglary of  
habitation and was sentenced 
to 25 years in the Texas De-
partment of  Criminal Jus-
tice.

“And the sexual-assault 
charge was dismissed due 
to some pretty serious evi-
dentiary sufficiency issues 
that precluded our office 
from trying the case,” Na-
cogdoches County Assistant  

District Attor-
ney Andrew 
Jones said.

Whitaker, 
was arrested 
in July on 
grand jury 
warrants for 
sexual assault 
of  a child and indecency 
with a child. He reportedly 
exposed himself  to a child in 
February 2015 and raped the 
same girl in April 2009, the 
indictments show.

In March 1988, a jury ac-
quitted Whitaker of  sexual as-
sault of  an adult in the 145th,  
records show.

Whitaker

crime

Hyde charged in 
drive-by shooting
By PAUL BRyANT
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

A Nacogdoches man was 
arrested on Wednesday after 
allegedly shooting a man at 
his house on CR 971.

Nacogdoches County sher-
iff’s investigators “learned of  
an ongoing dispute between 
the homeowner ... and the sus-

pect,” accord-
ing to a press 
release. “The 
dispute (was) 
over a female. 
On Wednesday 
morning, the 
suspect had 
driven by the 
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George Hooker used a drone to shoot a popular marketing video for the City of 
Nacogdoches and several other local civic organizations. Hooker owns and operates a 
marketing firm from his downtown loft.

Man uses  
drone to  

create local  
videos, ads

“I love what I do now. I always said in college, 
after I’d gotten the big city out of my 
system that I would love to be able to come 
back here.”

GEORGE HOOkER,
FOUNDER OF GEORGE HOOkER MEDIA

Drone » 3A

Flanked by a collectible doll from the movie “Gremlins 2,” George 
Hooker relaxes in his downtown Nacogdoches loft. Hooker’s 
apartment is filled with items of sentimental value and a wide 
range of movie collectibles and books.

George Hooker takes his company drone out for a spin. This 
craft was used to shoot a popular marketing video for the City of 
Nacogdoches and several other local civic organizations. Hooker 
owns and operates a marketing firm from his downtown loft.

AT A GLANCE
George Hooker
Company: George Hooker Media,  
114 E. Main St.
Goal: “One of the things I strive 
to do is feature local citizens in 
my commercials and to shoot 
everything locally, but make 
it look and feel like a national 
commercial.”
Favorite film: “Raiders of the Lost 
Ark”
Education: SFA class of 2001
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