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Bank closed Monday, May 30th

MeMorial Day 2016
Remembering Those Who Gave All

3010 University Dr. Nacogdoches, TX 
(936) 560-1401

Your A+ 
Rated 
Bank! 
*Weiss RatingsThank you!
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Contributed photo
This photo from 1989 shows Willie Ruffin, Soldom Harris and Monel 
Upshaw playing dominoes in County Line store once owned by Claude 
Upshaw.

Nacogdoches Narratives
Hard work and good times at Uncle Claude’s store

Editor’s 
note: This 
story is one of  
several to be 
included in 
this series from 
“A Biscuit For Your Shoe,” a per-
sonal memoir by Beatrice Upshaw 
about growing up in County Line, 
also known as the Upshaw Com-
munity, near Douglass in northwest 
Nacogdoches County. County Line 
is a historic African American com-
munity, a “freedom colony,” founded 

by Beatrice’s forebearers in the 1800s, 
and she still lives there today.

BY BEAtriCE UPShAw
Contributing writer

Uncle Claude’s store was vital to 
the community. 

Central to the operation of the 
store was an adequate supply of  
soft drinks. Uncle Claude didn’t sell 
beer or wine, and I don’t imagine 
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It’s beginning to
look a lot like

Photos by Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel
Timber Falls staff members take a short dance break on Saturday on the first 
day of Splash Kingdom’s 2016 season.

Lufkin 
residents 
Ashara 
Englsh, 7, 
and Major 
English, 
4, splash 
through a 
shallow pool 
at Timber 
Falls in 
Nacogdoches.

Karlie Muckleroy, 11, lands with a splash after 
shooting out of a water slide.

Davian Davis, 2, slides toward Asia 
Yarborough, 11, at Timber Falls 
Saturday.

Avery Vardeman, 4, grins as she climbs out of 
a slide at Timber Falls. Vardeman’s family came 
from Douglass for opening day.

A young girls screams with anticipation as 
she zips down a water slide.

See more photos 
from the timber 
Falls opening at  
dailysentinel.com.

NISD  
officials  
promise  
change
Administrators 
focus on shifting 
discipline policies

inside
NISD and 
discipline 
editorial » 
Page 2D

BY PAUL BrYANt
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches ISD administra-
tors said they will use a preven-
tative discipline program next 
year to mitigate the impact ad-
verse student behavior has on 
teachers and principals.

“Discipline is something we 
have been working on all year,” 
said Sandra Dowdy, the district’s assistant su-
perintendent of academic services. “We have 
a lot of  new assistant principals, and they 
have not been trained together. We’ve had a 
lot of  inconsistency in the district, and that 
was causing problems. Plus, we have a lack of  
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Shelter owners  
list redland  
Hotel for sale
BY PAUL BrYANt
pbryant@dailysentinel.com

Nancy and June Gentry are selling the Red-
land Hotel building, where they have operated 
their homeless shelter for more than 40 years 
in downtown Nacogdoches.

“We’re hoping that it’s just going to be a cou-
ple of  more months before we move,” Nancy 
Gentry said. “As the (new) facility is complete, 
we will vacate in one day, and we will just 
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Coming soon

royal prep
Princesses get ready for heritage Festival.
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